THE TRINITY IN CHRIST 

(In this sermon, we would like to share some key concepts we learned at the General Conference of Elders this year. We will quote two of the presenters, who are also authors, C. Baxter Kruger and Dallas Willard). To begin, please consider this quote from C. Baxter Kruger: 

Before the universe came to be, before the heavens were called forth with stars and moons, there was the great dance of life shared by the Father, Son and Spirit. Before the earth was carved in infinite beauty and human life was fashioned with style and grace and glory, before there was anything, there was the great dance of life shared by the Father, Son and Spirit. In staggering and lavish love, this God determined to open the circle and share the Trinitarian life with others. As an act of mind-boggling and astounding philanthropy, the Father, Son and Spirit chose to create human beings and share the great dance with them. 

It was never intended that the fulfillment of this plan would be left in Adam's hands or ours. From the beginning, from before the beginning, the gift was given in and through Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 1:8-9). He was always destined to come and work out our adoption (Ephesians 1:3-5). And that is what happened. The Son of God stepped out of eternity into history and carried out the eternal purpose of God for us (Ephesians 3: 11). Jesus has done it. 

We have been blessed, Paul tells us, with every conceivable blessing in Jesus Christ. The very life of the Triune God, the communion and fellowship, the eternal joy and fullness and glory of the Father, Son and Spirit have been given to us. The great dance is now ours, as much as it is God's. It is the invisible river running through our lives and through all things. The beauty of a given morning, the smile of a daughter saying everything that needs to be said, a cup of coffee with an old friend, the passion of love, the peace of fishing in the shadows of a dying day. It is all poetry in motion - the great dance being played out through the scenes of our lives. (C. Baxter Kruger, The Great Dance - The Christian Vision Revisited, REGENT COLLEGE PUBLISHING, Vancouver, British Columbia, 2005, Pages 87-88) 

Considering that the great dance is enjoying life in the Trinity, having a clear vision and understanding of our relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is vital to our relationship with God and enjoying our daily life in God. Our God has always been a personal God, unlike any other God. After the first Adam rejected God and chose to live in the Kingdom and realm of darkness, God continued to deal with humanity where humanity was at, as we always say, God came around to humanity's side of the table. He continued to be sovereign by initiating relationships with various ones before the flood and after the flood. In his sovereignty, God chose Abraham out of paganism, as the bloodline through whom He would bless all nations and bring them into the Kingdom of Light. 

Into the history of humanity stepped the second Adam, the Word, Jesus Christ (who was with the Father from the very beginning - John 1:1). Before this, no one really addressed God as Father in the Old Testament. He was known to Israel as the great "1 AM that I AM." Jesus turned the focus to God as "Our Father." Christ Jesus did not separate himself from the Father and the Holy Spirit when he became a human being. Before Christ Jesus came, God was seen as being only vertical in relationship to humanity (Old Testament understanding). God then revealed Himself to be both vertical and horizontal through Jesus Christ (New Testament understanding). This is the picture and the identity of the Trinity in Christ Jesus on the Cross. 

Christ is the revelation to us of who God was, is and always will be. Jesus came as the revelation of the being and character of God for all eternity. That revelation includes his identification with humanity, the humanity that he created. Christ did not sever his identity, connection and ties with humanity when he ascended, anymore than he disconnected himself from the Father and the Holy Spirit when he took on our humanity. We live and move and have our being in Him (Acts 17:28). Our identity with him is seen in his death and resurrection for our reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:14-21). 

Let us now consider how we are "alive" to God. Since God, through Christ Jesus, has done His great work of salvation for us, to us, with us and in us, how does this translate into our daily lives? Consider this from Ephesians 2:1-10 and Dallas Willard: 

To be "alive" is to have power to act and respond in specific ways. For example, a live cabbage has certain powers of action while a dead cabbage does not. A live cabbage cannot respond to a ball of string because of the kind of life that is in it. It is dead to the realm of play. Similarly a kitten playing (responding) with a ball of string cannot respond to poetry because it is dead to the realm of literature. Each is alive to one realm but dead to another. 

Human beings were once alive to God, responding and interacting with God. When Adam and Eve mistrusted God, that cut them off from the realm of the Spirit and they became dead to it (as the cabbage is dead to the realm of play). To interact in God's kingdom once again, they needed an additional level of life to once again be alive to God. 

Read Ephesians 2:4-5. Consider it an invitation to that "additional level of life. n What things are mentioned that draw you to that additional level of life and make you think it's really possible? (Dallas Willard, Hearing God Through the Year, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 2004, Page 204) 

In conclusion, the life of the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is seen in the Cross. Christ's action and sacrifice on the cross opened to us that additional level (realm) of life in which we respond with a life that is upward, inward and outward in our relationships. 

