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Christ Commission Community 

The Mystery of Godliness: 

Connected in Christ 

The elect are those who are in Christ. But the whole world exists in Christ. Paul tells us in Colossians that this means EVERYTHING is created: 

"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him" (Colossians 1: 15-16). 

We are all alive and connected to God in Christ. 

God works both visibly AND invisibly to us. He frequently is operating outside of our awareness. And he tells us this in Scripture. 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:8, 9 NIV). 

God operates above and beyond our awareness. That quality of God is a mystery to us. 

The apostle Paul said it another way: "Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great: He [Jesus] appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory" (1 Timothy 3: 16 NIV). 

Christianity is a mystery that could not have been found out solely by reason or the'light of nature, and which cannot be comprehended singularly by reason, because it is above reason. BUT IT IS NOT CONTRARY TO REASON. 

It is a mystery, not of philosophy or speculation; but of godliness, designed to promote godliness; and herein it exceeds all the mysteries of the Gentiles. 

There are six things in 1 Timothy 3: 16 which make up the mystery of godliness. These six items form the core beliefs of all evangelicals. 

	1. 
	He appeared in a body 

	2. 
	was vindicated by the Spirit 

	3. 
	was seen by angels 

	4. 
	preached among the nations 

	5. 
	obtained belief in the world 

	6. 
	was received into glory 


The author of Hebrews explained it this way: "In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven" (Hebrews 1: 1-3 NIV). 

Jesus, the Son of God, is the radiance of God's glory. 

And Jesus is NOT JUST the radiance of God's glory, but he is the exact representation of God's being. 

Trinitarian/Christ Centered Theology: 

· Three distinctions in one being 

· Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God 

· Jesus is the lens through which we interpret all Scripture 

· Don't separate God's being from God's doing 

Three Important Questions 

· What does Trinitarian/Christ Centered theology have to do with pastoral ministry? 

· What is our dream for the WCG in 5-10 years? 

· What are the basics of this dream? 

What does Trinitarian/Christ Centered theology have to do with Pastoral ministry? Why is it important? 

Because it gives true context to our lives. 

Jesus is our motivation and our method as well as our message and our means. 

We can define ultimate reality not by our surroundings but by the death and resurrection of our Lord. We can define ourselves not by what others think about us, and not even by what we think about ourselves, but by Jesus Christ. 

What does Trinitarian/Christ Centered theology have to do with Pastoral ministry? How does it help us in Ministry? 

Because it truly is good news. 

It is good news from beginning to end. It is not good news for some and bad news for others as if God created people on purpose to burn in Hell for eternity. 

What does Trinitarian/Christ Centered theology have to do with Pastoral ministry? How does it help us in Ministry? 

Because it gives us the most straightforward way to proclaim the gospel of grace. 

Jesus has already died for your sins and has already reconciled you to God (Romans 4:23-25): "The words 'it was credited to him' were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification." 
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What does Trinitarian/Christ Centered theology have to do with Pastoral ministry? How does it help us in Ministry? 

Because it does not separate God's being from His doing. 

What is OUR dream for the WCG in 5-10 years? 

It is the dream God has given to us collectively. 

It is OUR dream, not just my dream, because it has been developing simultaneously in every country where we have churches and Bible studies. 

All kinds of churches for all kinds of people in all kinds of places. 

As God leads, we will live and share the gospel by starting new kinds of communities of faith in every possible geographic location, cultural context, and social network. 

Grounded and founded in the basics. 

The better we are grounded in the basics the better it is in every way. For example: 

2. The more we are protected from bad doctrine 

3. The better equipped we are to live and share the gospel 

Who and what we are: 

· We are in Christ and we are a movement of the Holy Spirit 

· A diverse family of community-based churches: connected in Christ, networked together to advance a kingdom-building movement that multiplies disciples, ministries and churches. 
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What are the Basics? 

· Who and what is God? 

· What has God done for you? 

· Who and what are you? 

· What does God want you to do? 

Forensic model of Atonement 

· Jesus paid the penalty for human sin 

· It communicates an important truth 

· It is not the only model in Scripture 

· It is not the highest model in Scripture 

· The highest model is that in Christ we are included in love of the Triune God 

Peter explained it this way: "Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires" (2 Peter 1 :1-4 NIV). 

Triune nature of God 

What is the divine nature? 

John explained it this way: "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ" (1 John 1: 1-3 NIV). 

You are Connected 
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First, you are the image of God. You are a relational being - and you are a convergence of your thoughts, feelings and actions. 

You are Connected 
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And each of us is part of a greater whole ... 

Paul's explanation in Colossians: "For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together" (Colossians 1 :16,17 NIV). 

You're created in the ima e of God 
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Son 
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Reconciled through Jesus the Christ 

Holy Spirit 

God's Vision for Us! 

IT 15 The Great Commission ... 

It is not about mega-church marketing techniques It is not about stadium events 

IT 15 about living and sharing the gospel IT 15 about discipleship 

IT 15 about multiplying disciples IT 15 about house churches 

IT 15 about multiplying house churches 

Here is why I say that it is thrilling beyond comprehension - because Jesus tells us that the Father loves us just as he loves the Son. 

"So that the world may know that you sent me, and loved them, even as you have loved me" (John 17:23). 

The Son loves us just as the Father loves him. 

"Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you; abide in my love" (John 15:9). 

We must note that in both cases God the Father is the source and pattern of all love. Love is from God (1 John 4:7). 

The love relationship between the Father and Son is the pattern for the love relationship between Jesus and us. Jesus used the comparison of the Father's love for him to describe his love for us. His love for us is of the same nature as the Father's love for him. 

