The Importance of Mothers and Grandmothers

(Part of a New You and Me Redeeming the Time)

2 Timothy 1:1-7

         Introduction: There’s a Mother’s Day card that, on the front,  reads: ‘7Mom, I remember that little prayer you used to say for me  every day.” When opened, the inside reads: “Cod help you if you ever do that again!” Kids can be challenging, but they are precious gifts from God. As we celebrate Mother’s Day, tomorrow, let’s remember that our families are under attack today. Culture has redefined what constitutes a family. In the process there is a redefinition of what is a mother. The Bible gives some timeless principles that can help us as mothers and fathers to create an atmosphere of family.

         1. Mother’s Share the Promise of Life (verse 1). The first verse teaches us that Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ. He is doing this according to the will of Cod the Father in connection to the “promise of life,” referring to the spiritual life of those who accept Christ as their Savior. Timothy has this life because of his heritage in Christ - not because his grandmother and mother accepted Christ for him, but because of their faith they taught him what it means to believe and become a disciple of Jesus Christ.

        2.  Mothers Have Beloved Children (verse 2). Paul considered Timothy his dearly beloved son. He was his spiritual mentor.  Leading people to Christ, spiritually mentoring others makes them our children in the Lord. The responsibility is awesome. Paul wishes grace (getting what we don’t deserve) and mercy (not getting what we deserve) and peace (contentment in the midst of the storm) to Timothy. We do well to wish this on all of our children and spiritual children as well.

        3.  Mothers Help Foster a Pure Conscience (verse 3) . Paul continues his introduction saying that he serves with a pure conscience as his forefather’s did. As a Jew, he was taught the Word of God. He met Christ on the Damascus Road and learned better how to serve the Lord. Part of his pure conscience is also from- his life of prayer as he mentions in regards to Timothy here. Paul prayed for Timothy day and night, a great example for us as parents to pray for our children continually.

         4. Mothers Are Filled with Joy When They See Their Children (verse 4). Timothy’s mother, grandmother, and Paul, his father in the Lord want to see how he is doing in the Lord. They would be filled with joy at news that he is maturing in the faith.

         5. Mothers Demonstrate Unfeigned Faith (verse 5). Paul calls to remembrance Timothy’s background of faith, Paul points out Timothy’s mother and grandmother as genuine, faithful believer they trusted Christ fully. Many wives here in our church have that kind of faith in the Lord, taking things to the Lord in prayer, living each day, serving the Lord with a smile. This is the type of parent and grandparent Lois and Eunice were. We do well to reflect this lifestyle to our physical and spiritual children as well.

         6. Mothers Encourage the Gift of God in Their Children (verse 6). Children have spiritual gifts (at least one) given to them when they accept Christ as their Savior. Paul reminds or re-ignites Timothy’s memory regarding his gift. He wants 
Timothy to be on fire for the Lord. Are we reminding our children and grandchildren of their spiritual gifts from the 
Lord?

         7. Mothers Banish the Spirit of Fear (verse 7). Paul reminds Timothy that God has not given him a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind. God has given pastors power to preach and teach. This word for power in the Greek gives us our word for dynamite. The Word of Cod can blow up false beliefs and false teachings. The word used for love here is agape. This is God’s love to us when He gave us His son to die on the Cross- for our sins. This third word here 
is translated “sound mind,” which speaks of a disciplined life. God wants our thinking to be guided by the Word of God. Timothy was taught the Word of God by his mother and grandmother. We do well to continue to teach our physical and spiritual children and grandchildren theWord of God,

         Conclusion: Praise the Lord for all the faithful women and wives here amongst us today. Like Paul, we recognize your spiritual heritage, the children you have raised in the Lord. I would like to both encourage and challenge you today to continue fulfilling this high calling. Know that your pastoral couple stands with you and today we are glad to praise the Lord in recognition of you.


What will this year be known for in future history books? How will this year, later in history, be referred to by special, specific terms? Will it be? “That year was a great year where God brought the church to its most advanced point through discovery and learning.” We know our own time is being worked out in God’s sovereign plan for this year, but the particular time we are in is not the important element of our life. We talk of a New Year, let’s also talk of a new you. What will the new you be known for in God’s history book? There is a song that says, “These are the times of God in us...” so what we do with that time is immeasurably more significant. Those who accept the gift of Christ’s forgiveness as their own have the opportunity to share (verse 8) that gift with their families so that their families can have their works be in conformity with the character of the risen Christ
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