                   Living in Christ, with Christ, through Christ

                  SCRIPTURE:   John 15:1—11, especially verse 4a

                   “Remain in me, and I will remain in you” (NIV).

Introduction:  Have any of you gone on a family camping trip? Do any of you have memories of the camp ground at Big Sandy? We went out into the Piney Woods for more than a week with no electricity, no running water, we “roughed it.” But it did become tiresome after a while to not be plugged in. We missed the power source we depend on in daily life. We wanted to get back home where things were plugged in and running water was available at the turn of a tap. After a week in the Piney Woods we were tired of not being plugged in. Do you ever feel this way spiritually? Unplugged from the source? In our passage today, Jesus teaches us how to stay plugged in to the source, or as He puts it, how to remain in Him.

1. To Remain in Christ We Must Draw on His Life (vv. 4-6). (4)  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. (5) I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (6) If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the tire and burned.

A. Two Great Invitations: Come to Me and Remain in Me. To lost people in the world separated from God and trying to find life and a life Jesus says: “Come to Me.” To people who come to Christ to find life in Him, Jesus says, “Remain in Me.” It’s easy to say that Christ is our life, but what are we really depending on? What is motivating us? What do we get excited about? Whatever it is, that’s where we are trying to find life and strength. (Where are we putting our energy?)

B. What We Live From Will Determine What We Live For. If a man who tucks his Bible under his arm on Sunday says: “I believe in Christ, He’s my Source of life,” but in his life he neglects his relationship with Christ and gives his best energy and time to the work place — if he neglects his relationship with God and responsibilities to focus all his real energy and emotions on his work - is Christ really his Source of life?

C. Jesus Christ Is the Only Truly Sufficient Source of Life. Christ Himself gives us life, and all the things we need for fullness of life (2 Pet. 1:3). He gives us perfect love and forgiveness. He is a constant unfailing companion in life. Christ is the only perfect and sufficient Source of life and fullness and fruitfulness in life.

2. To Remain in Christ We Must Delight in His Words (vv. 7-8). (7)  If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. (8) This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

What does it mean to have the words of Christ remain in us? One of the basic meanings of the Greek word translated “remain” is “to stay in a certain place and be at home there.” Christ says: “If you are going to remain in me and draw life from me then my words are going to have to find a home in your heart.

A. Remaining in His Word. Christ Himself is speaking to us in and through His Word (see Col. 3:16)

B. Responding to His Word. What are the thoughts and ideas that are at home in our mind and heart? Unless our minds and hearts are filled with the thoughts and truths and words of Christ, all kinds of falsehood, foolishness, delusion, and deception will flood in.

3. To Remain in Christ We Must Depend on His Love (v. 9). (9) As the Father has loved me, so have .1 loved you. Now remain in my love. Jesus reveals two things in the incredible measure of the love He has for us.

A. The Measure of Christ’s Love. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you” (v. 9a NIV).

B. The Means of Christ’s Love. “Now remain in my love” (v. 9b NIV). Don’t let anything shake us, or seduce us, chase us, or move us out of the love Christ has for us.

4. To Remain in Christ We Must Do as He Says (vv. 10-11) (10) If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. (11) I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

A. Our Obedience Displays Our Love. The obedience that comes from love for Christ results in a deeper relationship with Christ (see John 14:21).

B. Our Obedience Tests Our Faithfulness. The bad fruit of disobedience does not come from roots that remain in Christ. Our disobedience is, at root, an unwillingness to remain in Christ and to find life in Him.

         Conclusion:   If we remain in Christ, we will draw on His life, delight in His words, depend on His love and do what He says. We will draw on the depth of His life, delight in the breadth of His words, depend on the heights of His love, and go the lengths of His commands. And we will bear much fruit.

