KEEPING IN STEP

Scripture: Galatians 5:13-26, especially verse 25:
“if we live in the Spirit let us also walk in the Spirit”

Introduction: Today I'd like to ask this question: As one living in the age of
the Christian church, are you keeping in step with the Holy Spirit? What is He
doing in your life? How can we keep in step with someone invisible? Some
think we are to imitate the life of Christ. But keeping in step in the Christian
life is not done through imitation but by identification. We don’t live the
Christian life by trying to imitate the lifestyle of Christ; rather, He lives His
resurrected life in and through us because we have received Him by faith!
We identify with Him through both the sacrifice of His life on the cross and
the living of his risen life through us by the Holy Spirit. We say of ourselves
as Paul said in Galatians 2:20 "I am crucified with Christ and I no longer
live, the life I live I live by faith in Jesus Christ” Now because we first
identify ourselves with Christ in his sacrifice on the cross, we are also
enabled by the Holy Spirit to live Jesus Christ’s resurrected life. So how can a
believer (disciple) learn to keep in step with the Savior, with his resurrected
life in us? The answer is found in scripture where Paul deals with this subject
and he emphasizes three things.

1. The Conflict (Galatians 5:16-21). There is a war going on
inside the believer (disciple). The Greek word for “contrary”
means “to be opposite” or “to be in continual opposition.” The old
you and the new you don't get along at all. The flesh and the
Spirit are mortal enemies. Civil War? A War going on inside you?
Yes! Now that we understand more fully the role of the Holy
Spirit in our lives, we need to discover and understand that we
have all kinds of opposition to living in the Spirit and walking in
the Spirit. A number of enemies hinder our attempt to live
the victorious Christian lifel

A. The External Enemy: The World (I John 2:15). We
can't just “check out” of the world until Jesus Christ
returns, so John tells us not to love the world. The Greek
word for “world” can mean several things: the earth (Acts
17:24), the human race (John 3:16), and the evil system
opposed to God (I John 2:15). Living the Christian life
involves carefully interacting with the world but not being
submerged in it, the world of human affairs has been
corrupted by sin, and as far as a Christian is concerned, it
is an alien environment. This world is opposed to God, and
it is out of it that Jesus came to redeem God’s people”
(Discovering the Christian Life, Book 1, The World, Issue
9.5.

B. the Invisible Enemy: the god of this world, the Devil.






