                                Husbands and Wives
                SCRIPTURE: I Peter 3:1—7, especially verses 1 and 7

         “Wives likewise be submissive to your own husbands... Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife..."
Introduction:  Today, Sunday July 22, happens to be Parent’s Day. If you look around this room at all the parents here, you won’t see famous athletes or movie stars who are supposed to make such a difference in children’s lives. No, you will see an influence far greater. The family is such a sacred institution, such an undeniably essential part of raising children according to God’s Word, and yet our society has tragically warped God’s standards and design for the family unit. I want to spend some time this morning in the Scriptures dealing with God’s design for a family - particularly focusing on the foundation of every family - the relationship between a husband and wife.

1. Marriage Is Ordained by Gad. Peter understood that family was a divine institution, and he makes this very clear in the text in several different ways. He makes clear that, though there may be difficulties that arise from marriage between Christians and non-Christians, nowhere does he suggest the possibility of divorce (1 Corinthians 7:12—16). In fact Peter uses the picture of the creation principle of “subordination’ in such a way as to make clear that this is not simply a matter of human convention but a part of the way in which the whole creation has been ordered by God. There is nothing dishonorable implied in this designation, for the woman is only subordinate to man in the same way in which Christ is subordinate to God!

2. Marriage Is a Partnership. As he deals with the nature of marriage as a partnership, Peter makes clear that there are differences of role within the partnership. He begins by outlining the role of the Christian wife. Peter says in a very straightforward way that (if the husband is not saved) the goal is the salvation of the partner: “they.. .may be one...” This does not give license to marry an unbeliever, for Paul already addressed that issue (2 Corinthians 6:14), but the backdrop of the early church was often a situation of one spouse converted after marriage. The Christian wife is not to abandon hope! He gives three practical ways this works out in a marriage:

A. A Wife’s Conduct (v. 1): “they.. .may be won by the conduct of their wives.” Peter puts emphasis on fidelity. He tells them to never let any occasion arise that would give a husband any reason to suspect infidelity or non-commitment to the marriage. He is saying, in fact, that giving a husband this loyalty is a demonstration of your regard for God Himself.

B. A Wife’s Character (vv. 3—4): “Do not let your adornment be merely outward.., let it be the hidden person of the heart. . .“ Peter is not suggesting a “ban” on the braiding of hair, or using gold jewelry or the like. Rather, he insists that Christian  women should be more concerned about the beauty of character than outward appearances. He does this by contrasting the perishable ornaments of the “outward” with the imperishable ornaments of the soul: gentleness and tranquility of spirit. These are characteristics of Jesus, who described Himself in these terms: “Come to me.. .and I will give you rest... for I am gentle and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:28-29).

C. A Husband’s Consideration (v. 7): “...dwell with them with understanding...” Peter uses a construction that is used todescribe the nature of sexual relationships, though includes all interactions. He reminds husbands of their need to deal with their wives with understanding, care, and sensitivity.

D. A Husband’s Courtesy (v. 7): “. . .giving honor to the wife...” Neither the noun “vessel” nor the adjective “weaker” is intended to be derogatory. In fact there is no sense of inferiority suggested ever. The difference between husband and wife is a difference of function and not of status. Indeed Peter warns the husband of the fact that to fail in his husbandly duties carries the danger of breaking communion with God: “that your prayers may not be hindered.” With these words he reminds us of another great truth.

         Conclusion:   We are thankful for every parent represented here today. I pray that we would, on this Parent’s Day, devote ourselves to living out our family life according to God’s Word. Let us devote ourselves to our families without disputing over the ancient cultural status of males and females because the basic Godly principles found in these verses remain the same throughout the generations.   

