TO OUR DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST,

TODAY, WE WANTED TO GIVE YOU A TASTE OF SOME MORE OF THE WRITING OF
A CONFERENCE SPEAKER, DALLAS WILLARD AND A CO-AUTHOR OF HIS, JAN
JOHNSON, SO WE HAVE SELECTED THREE OF THEIR DEVOTIONALS FOR YOUR
EDIFICATION AND YOUR ENCORAGEMENT. WE HOPE YOU ARE BLESSED WITH
THEM AND WILL CONSIDER THEIR WRITINGS. THE THREE DEVOTIONALS ARE:

PREOCCUPIED (APPRECIATING) WITH GOD’S PRESENCE
SCRIPTURE: Exodus 33:14

(ENJOYING) GOD’S MULTIFACETED WAYS
SCRIPTURE: Daniel 1:17

(BEING)LED BY GOD
SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 3:5-6

PREOCCUPIED WITH GOD’S PRESENCE
SCRIPTURE: Exodus 33:14

(14)The Lord replied, “My presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.”

For many of us who profess to follow Christ, much inward change may be needed before
we can hear God correctly. When trouble comes — for example, when we have car
problems or get into a dispute with someone — how long does it take us to bring it to God in
prayer? When we see an accident or some violent behavior or hear an ambulance down
the street, do we think to hold those concerned up to God in prayer? When we meet with a
person for any reason, do we go in a spirit of prayer so that we are prepared to minister to
them, or they to us? When we are alone, do we recognize that God is present with us?
Does our mind spontaneously return to God when not intensely occupied, as the needle of
the compass turns to the North Pole when removed from nearer magnetic sources?

MEDITATE: Say Exodus 33:14 several times to yourself. Then picture yourself stuck
because your car or bus has broken down. Repeat this verse again. Picture yourself at an
upcoming social engagement (friendly lunch, family gathering) and repeat the verse again.
Imagine other scenarios where you are not likely to practice the presence of God, and
repeat it again.

Excerpts from Dallas Willard and Jan Johnson, Hearing God Through the Year, 2004,
InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, lllinois, USA. (Pages 220)






