FEEDING THE MULTITUDES

Our Notes from Dan Rogers - July 29, 2007

Luke 9:10-17 - Feeding the multitude. In every GOSPEL account there is a meal story. There is the genre of meal stories. This story reflects the EUCHARIST and the WEDDING SUPPER. In 1st century Roman empire it was more important who you ate with than who you had sex with! So, in the GOSPEL accounts when we read about a meal we are reading about a significant event. 

Luke 9:1 Jesus sent them (Greek word for sent is apostles - sent one) 

In this verse there is a two fold approach - a) Help - serve - minister in a physical way and b) share the Gospel with them. Meeting both their physical and spiritual needs. After Jesus gives them authority and power in verse 1, they return to report to him in verse 10; notice what they say. 

10: They reported what "they' had done. In other words: People often say that "God did it through me, his uniquely chosen and only instrument." After their report Jesus takes them to a place called Bethsaida. In our modern terms Bethsaida would be like a remote hunting or fishing shop. A small hunting and fishing village. Certainly not large enough to take care of 15,000 or more people. 

11: Jesus welcomed all these people and he helped them - their physical needs and shared the gospel with them. 

12: All twelve came to him and said send them away. They knew they didn't have enough to feed them and verified that they were in a remote place. 

13: Jesus says in effect, "What have you got'?" It would have taken 6-9 month of wages to feed the people gathered there. They said they had 5 loaves and 2 fishes. 

16: Jesus involved the disciples in the miracle he was about to do. He put them to work, he involved them and had them participate in the ministry he was doing. 

17: Jesus was establishing the new Israel which would need new leaders - he was training servant-leaders, like himself. 

When the twelve picked up the left-overs, they each had a basket full of food. 

IMPLICATIONS:

Invite all of us to Study and Pray and Meditate and Think on Luke 9. 

1) God wants to do nothing apart from us. We have been created to need God and each other. In Christ Jesus we find our eternal identity and purpose. Does God need us? No. Does God want us'? Yes. God loves us so much that he wants us to share in his life, and his life is to be a Great Minister; Great Server; Great Helper; Great Giver. Martin Luther once said, "God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does. 

We meet the needs of people and let them know the source. Our good works wi 11 lead others to repentance. Change and repentance means changing our mindset on who God is. Jesus came to change the Jewish mindset on who God is in his Triune nature. One way he did this was by doing good works and sharing a good meal. We suggest that we all re​read our booklet, "Getting a Grip on Repentance." 

2) God created humans with needs. He created humans with desires, but those desires need to be controlled. We have needs, first we need Him, and we need each other, we were created that way. Meet someone’s needs; mental, emotional, psychological, and let them know the source of your good works. It’s not wrong to be needy - best way to share the Gospel with someone is to meet their physical needs plus share the Gospel. Let them know where the source of all good comes from. JOKE: God provided the needs of a widow through an atheist. Do good for our neighbor's. 

3) God always resources everything he wants done. Since God called you and me to do ministry, he will supply what we need to do ministry. God is asking, "What do you have?
4) What resources has God given you and your congregation to serve humanity? Jesus says that apart from him we can do nothing. Or do we think we are too old, too few, too young, too poor, too scattered, or we don't have our own place. Do we say to the Lord, "We can't feed the multitudes because we don't have the resources," but God is asking, "What do you have." God resources every ministry. He gives us our gifts. We each have at least one, we don't want to bury the one we have, and no one has zero gifts. All we need is Jesus, and Jesus is who we have. 

5) What we have, such as our gifts, we bring to God and ask him to bless it. God has given us at least one gift. We need to use it and not bury it. We need to invest it, even if it's only one gift. The only number that will not multiply is zero. Let's not hinder the Holy Spirit by saying I've got zero. Look in your basket, and bring what you have in your basket to Jesus. He will give thanks and bless our basket and multiply for us what we have. We can say, "Thank you Lord that we have age and experience, thank you Lord that you do multiply our 5 loaves and 2 fishes." God wants to multiply our resources for 

(fill in the blank). 

6) Develop a Mission, a Vision, a strategy and get organized. We build a house with a hammer and nails, we need the tools of the spiritual disciplines to bui ld our spiritual house. Not that the Spiritual Disciplines are a way to earn salvation, they help us stay focused on our Lord and what he is doing in us and through us, they give us direction. Just like a blueprint is not the house we are going to live in, it just gives us direction and keeps us focused as we build our house. We all have been given a brain and a mind. Doesn't God want us to use our brain and mind? He wants us to be creative and participate with him. We can express our distinctiveness as a church. There are always new heights of God's directives. Participation is fun. Working with God is like putting together a great Puzzle Box. He knows the big picture but he's working with us to put it together.

7)  Both the churched and the unchurched are blessed for ministry. We are a small denomination. We may appear to have little, and it's true, but if we thank God for what we do have - the 5 loaves and 2 fishes - he will bless and multiply our efforts. We have a role to play where God has placed us as a denomination. We want to leave a legacy behind and we have a legacy to leave. Given the age of most of our congregations we have a treasure of children and grandchildren, a mentoring treasure, a heritage treasure. Those we touch can be touched for all eternity. Thank God for our Mission, Vision, and Strategy. Thank God that he has been with us and is working through us, and growing in us. Let's take our five loaves and two fishes and bring them to the Lord and let him bless each of us and humanity through us. 

